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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

Captain Thomas Webb, the Methodist.?The 
" 

Boudinot Papers," 
belonging to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, contain the corre 

spondence between Mrs. Grace Webb, the wife of one of the founders of 

Methodism in America, and Elias Boudinot, Commissary-General of 

Prisoners, in relation to the exchange of her husband, who had been 
taken a prisoner of war. On May 31, 1777, Captain Webb, with his 

family of seven persons, arrived at Bethlehem, with permission to reside 

there, or within six miles of the town, until exchanged, and were fur 

nished with lodgings. By the arrival of three hundred British prisoners, 
with their guard of one hundred Continentals, early in September, they 
were compelled to vacate their lodgings in one of the large buildings for 

those in a private family. In the mean time friends of Captain Webb 
were trying to effect his exchange. 

"New York the 6th Novr 1777. 
"Sir. 

"I have had the Pleasure to write to you two Several Opportunities 
when I informed you that I had obtain'd the Releasement of Mr. Wm 

Cavenaugh of St. Mary's County Maryland Super Cargo of a Ship from 
the West Indies in Exchange for you and he went homeward with a 

Pass expressing such Exchange and he promised to apprize you thereof 
which hope he has done. 

" 
If you should see Mr. Robert Morris of Philada. be pleased to inform 

him I have paid the Money to Capt. Weeks and to Lieut. Lingham 
agreeable to his Order, but Major Stewart was in no want of Cash. 

" 
I shall be happy to see you and your Family here, being respect 

fully Sr 
" 

Your humble serv* 
"D. Chamier. 

" 
Capt Thomas Webb 
" 

Deputy Barrack Master of Albany now a Prisoner at Bethlehem." 

On the 22d of February, 1778, Captain Webb left for Philadelphia on 
a pass, to endeavor to arrange for his exchange, but the matter did not 

progress favorably. Mrs. Webb wrote to Mr. Boudinot, June 4, as 
follows : 

"I have flattered myself, upon your Return to Camp, that Mr Webb's 

Exchange would be confirmed and that I should have a proper pass port 
to remove with my Family; as, I understand you have had an Interview 

with Mr Loring, Commissary of Prisoners from New York, who I am in 
formed was the Person that released Mr. William Cavenaugh in Ex 

change for Mr. Webb. ... I have from the Expectation of this waited 
with impatience for my Discharge 

. . . but alas I how disappointed was 
I to be informed by Mr. Van Vleck who was so kind as to speak to you 
in my Behalf, that nothing could be done till Mr. Webb returned to his 
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Parole ; that you were not as yet convinced of there being a Person re 

leased for him ; & this Doubt has arose from Mr. Cavanaugh's not making 
his appearance. ... I do not know Sir, how I could wish to see Mr. 

Webb here ; as I very much fear he would meet with Insult, which would 
be very mortifying to me ; much more so than it would be to him ; his 
natural Disposition being so much better : and what Nature has been 
defective in, Grace has supplied. 

. . ." 

To this letter Mr. Boudinot sent the following reply : 

"Camp June 10 1778 
" 

Madam. 
" 

Your late favours I duly recd and having just returned to Camp, can 
scarce get time to acknowledge the receipt of them. I can assure you 
that nothing can be farther from my intentions than to add in the minut 
est degree to the keen distress that I know every Mind of real Sensibility 

must feel in your delicate situation. Could I consistantly with my pub 
lick Trust, afford you instant relief, tho greatly hurried I would afford 
it even by a personal attendance, if it could not otherwise be accom 

plished?but Mr. Webb's situation is such that it would injure more than 

you can imagine to comply with your request without requiring him to 
return to his Parole. You greatly mistake the matter when you suppose 
that I do not believe Mr. Charnier. The objection is that Mr. Charnier 
or any other Person with the Enemy had not any right to nominate an 

Exchange for one of our Prisoners?we know nothing of Mr. Cavenaugh 
whether he is friend or foe. 

" 
I have seen Mr. Loring & explained the matter to him, & he cannot 

but assent to the Justice of our Proceeding. " I doubt not but that you may go to the City, but then Mr. Webb will 
[be] considered as having forfeited his Honour & should he by accident 

again fall into our Hands, he might perhaps repent it. His Effects would 
also be liable to be seized & not suffered to go with you?but I know of 
no restraint on the Persons of yourself & Children. I should advise Mr. 

Webb to return & deliver himself up & then solicit a proper Exchange. 
He will then be altogether under the care of the Commissary General of 

Prisoners. . . ." 

Finally deciding to go to her husband, Mrs. Webb wrote : 

"... I must therefore Dear Sir, desire to become your humble Sup 

plicant, that as you intimated in your last, that you knew of no restraint 
on the Person of myself and Children, tho' my Effects would not be suf 

fered to go with me, I am willing to submit to this, if you can, after 

knowing what I have, should think fit to order them to be withheld, 
which I am well persuaded Your benevolent Heart cannot admit of. 

Let me then, Dear Sir, cast myself at Your Feet, which I would do, could 

I reach Philadelphia, imploring Your Assistance in procuring me a Pass. 

If you could see the Keen Distress my Heart at times feels, which is not 

in the Power of Words to describe and two small Children, the oldest but 

4 Years old and the youngest two Years, standing with their little Hearts 

swelling and their Eyes running in a stream, and for what they know 

not, only they see their Mama afflicted, I am well persuaded from the 

Proofs I have already had of your Sympathy, you could not stand such 

a sight, without being melted, and doing everything in your Power to 

give me quick release. Many have been admitted upon their Parole, 
that had taken an active Part in order to get exchanged, but Mr Webb 

has really been passive and was only apprehended upon mere Suspicion, 
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of which he was cleared, ... I beg leave to remind you of my Maid, 
who is an English Girl and has a tender Mother living, and is herself a 

remarkable dutifull Child, and her Inducement of coming to these Parts 
was owing to my having brought her up . . . that when the General 

Exchange took place I should be released with my Effects and a Proper 
Person to conduct me forward. I do suppose Sir, you imagined the 
Furniture we had, was our own, all of which belongs to the Brethren, 
for when we had an Auction in the Jerseys, we sold everything that we 

could spare, to supply the Necessities of the Poor. We only saved two 
small Feather Beds <x one Matrass with some old Sheets, to make use of 
on Board of a Ship ; as to Blankets we did not save none, there was such 
a Demand for them, that had we not got some from New York before 
the Winter came in, we should have been greatly distressed ; That our 

Baggage consists of our Wearing Apparel, some old Table Linnen, Family 
Pictures, and some Religious Books ; the withhold of these things will 
be no great Gain to the States, nor will it greatly impoverish me. . . . 

"Sir 
" 

Your most respectfull and obliged Servant 
"Grace Webb " 

Bethlehem July 13 1778." 

Mrs. Webb wrote the following letter to Mr. Boudinot in acknowl 

edgment of attentions shown her, and announced the date of her de 

parture : 

"Sir " Your Favour of the 24th of July never reached my Hands till the 3d 
Instant; & I should think myself greatly wanting in Gratitude, not to 
say good Manners, did I not take the earliest Opportunity to return you 

my most sincere Thanks for your ready Acquiescence to my Request. I 
trust Mr. Boudinot's polite & sympathatick Behaviour will never be 
erased from my Mind : but that I shall be ready upon all Occasions to 

acknowledge with Gratitude the great Humanity you have Shewed to 

me, a Stranger & Captive, & I doubt not but the Rewarder of Virtue will 
note it in his Book of Remembrance, & not suffer it to pass unrewarded. 
I am sorry your Letter did not come to Hand sooner, as it would have 

given me an Opportunity of making my acknowledgments to Col. 

Beatty in Person, .as also asking the Indulgence of crossing at Paulus 

Hook, to avoid the going by Water ; but as I am likely to be deprived 
of the Pleasure of that Gentleman by the Procrastination of your Letter, 
I must beg the Favour of you, Sir, to present my respectfull Compliments 
to him with my Thanks for his ready Compliance in granting me a Pass 

with my Effects to go to the City of New York. As I should not be able 
to set out so as to be at my Journey's End by Saturday & not liking to 
travel on the Sabbath, I do not propose leaving Bethlehem till the Be 

ginning of the ensuing week, & I hope I shall not meet with any Dif 

ficulty on my Journey. Wishing you a speedy Restoration of Health 
with every other Blessing for Time & Eternity, concludes me, with due 

Respect, 
"Sir " Yr most obedient & obliged Servant 

"Grace Webb " 
August the 5th 1778." 

On August 11,1778, 
" Mrs. Webb and family," writes the Bethlehem 

diarist, 
' 

who have been here for fifteen months, left for New York, 
thankful for all our kindness." J. W. J. 
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Diary of David Zeisberger, a Moravian Missionary amono 
the Indians oe Ohio. Translated from the original German manu 

script and edited by Eugene F. Bliss. 8vo. 2 Vols., pp. 464 and 535. 

Published by Robert Clarke, of Cincinnati, for the Historical and Phil 
osophical Society of Ohio, 1885. 

To within a score of years comparatively little of the history of the 
Moravian Mission among the Indians of North America had been given 

to the English-reading public ; a translation from the German of Bishop 
Loskiel's 

" 
History of the Mission of the United Brethren among the In 

dians," published in England towards the close of the last century ; 
John Heckewelder's 

" 
Narrative," and his 

" 
Indian Nations," published 

in this city early in the present century, mainly furnishing us with in 
formation relating to the character and extent of this work. To the en 

terprise of members of the Moravian Historical Society, and to the 
researches of Bishop E. de Schweinitz and the late Prof. William C. 

Reichel, we are since indebted for rendering available much of the 
valuable material on this subject which the archives of their Church at 

Bethlehem contains. There is probably no history which has enlisted 

the sympathies of the reader more than that of the Moravian Indian 

Mission, which was commenced in 1735, for it is a continuous recital of 

hope and success resulting in disappointment and disaster. Yet we find 
their missionaries to-day clinging with a tenacity of purpose almost un 

precedented to the lingering few that have outlived the destiny of their 

race, in Canada and along the western tributaries of the Mississippi. 
The importance of communicating directly with the Indians claimed 

the attention of the Moravians as early as 1742, and led to the establish 
ment of the first school at Bethlehem for the acquiring of the prevalent 

languages and dialects of that people. Hence it was that they could, 
even in the early years of their mission, dispense with the services of an 

interpreter, at all times, and especially in matters of religion an unsat 

isfactory medium of communication. In this school David Zeisberger 
received his first regular instructions in Mohawk and Delaware. 

The year 1765, is the first of twenty-seven of wanderings of the Mis 
sion through the wilderness of Northwestern Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
the country bordering on the lakes. Zeisberger, who in early manhood had 

already done eminent service in behalf of his Church among the Indians, 
was the Moses of this toilsome exodus, and henceforward for near forty 
four years he is identified with its prosperity and misfortunes. In 

1772, we find him with the converts settled on the banks of the Muskin 

gum, where remote from the haunts of men and the strife and turmoil 

of the world, three stations were successively built. For nine years the 
mission prospered, then misfortunes overtook it,?the missionaries and 

their converts were accused at Detroit of siding with the colonists in 

their struggle for independence. It is about this date, that the diary of 

Zeisberger before us?from September, 1781, to end of May, 1798? 

opens. Zeisberger was born at Zauchenthal, Moravia, April 11, 1721, 
and came with his parents to Georgia in 1736. Three months subse-. 

quent to the last entry in the diary he returned to Ohio, and founded 

Goshen, where he died Nov. 17,1808. 
The labors of Mr. Bliss will be appreciated when we state that the 

original manuscript diary covers eight hundred and sixty-nine closely 
written pages, and that it is the most elaborate contribution to the history 
of the Moravian Indian Mission in the West, yet published. As a trans 

lator, his work has been well done, particularly in rendering those peculiar 

phrases to be met with in all early Moravian diaries. The want of 
more annotations than those given, however, will be felt by the general 
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reader. Mr. Bliss prefaces his work with a sketch of Zeisberger's life, 
and also those of his co-laborers, Gottlob Senseman, John G. Young 

mann, Michael Jung, William Edwards, and John Heckewelder, and 

with other matter pertinent to the diary. 
To Mr. Bliss, and to the Historical and Philosophical Society, of Ohio, 

we are indebted for this valuable contribution to American history. We 

heartily commend it to the attention of our readers. 
J. W. Jordan. 

The Early Physicians of Philadelphia and its Vicinity. By 
James J. Levick, M.D. Pp. 17. Philadelphia, 1886. 

Doctor Levick's paper was one of three read by members of the Asso 

ciation of Resident Physicians of the Pennsylvania Hospital, at their 
first annual meeting 17th December, 1885, and brief though it is, is a valu 
able contribution to the medical history of our city. Prior to the coming 
of Penn but two men, Swedes (Hans Janche and Timon Stidden), who 
lived on the Delaware, have any claim to be called medical men. Next 
in order of date is Dr. Daniel Wills, in practice in 1679, in Burlington, 

N. J. And curiously enough, one of the earliest surgical cases in the 

vicinity on record, a dislocation of the atlas from the axis, was cared for 

by no less a man than George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, 
while passing through New Jersey in 1762. As the paper treats of those 
physicians who were in practice in Philadelphia prior to 1700, sketches 
are given of Drs. Edward Jones, Thomas Wynne, Thomas Lloyd, and 

Griffith Owen. And there is scarcely one of those named who, either 

directly by his posterity or indirectly by some act of his life, has not 
influenced for good the welfare of the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

J. W. J. 

Two Brief Papers : Being the Abandoned Boston ; and the 
Extent of the Continental Line of the Revolutionary Army 
Misconceived. By Justin Winsor. Pp. 16. Cambridge, 1886. [Privately 
reprinted from the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society.] 

Prof. Horsford, of Cambridge, in the pursuit of some studies in the 

early cartography of the New England coast, discovered at the conflu 
ence of Stony Brook with the Charles River, Massachusetts, the remains 
of an ancient stockade, which he was induced to believe had been a 

French trading post or fort. The researches of Mr. Winsor, however, 
lead him to the opinion that these relics may possibly mark the site of 
an early attempt to found the town of Boston. 

In his second paper, Mr. Winsor points out the origin of the miscon 

ception as to the number of the troops furnished to the Continental line 

by the Colonies during the war for independence, which seems likely to 
be perpetuated by our popular histories of the United States. J. W. J. 

Mr. Foster, the well-known English genealogist, has recently pur 
chased the late Col. Chester's Oxford Matriculations Registers, 7 Vols., 
and Marriage Licences, 5 Vols., with the intention of printing these 

MSS. uniformly with the publications of the Harleian Society, for his 
numerous genealogical friends in America. He makes this preference 
because, so far as England is concerned, he would like to retain for him 
self the monopoly of these manuscripts, and because he believes the 

American people will appreciate the labors of their own countryman 
far more fully than Englishmen would, as the proposed work will enable 
them to place printed copies of these distant and inaccessible Old Eng 
land registers on the shelves of their own libraries ready for immediate 

Vol. x.?16 
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reference. He therefore appeals to Americans to reciprocate his efforts 

by subscribing for 250 copies of these works. 

Prospectuses on application to 

Mr. J. Foster, 
21 Boundary Road, Finchley Road, 

London, N. W. 

Right Honorable William Edward Forster, M.P.?-By the 
announcement of the death, on April 6 last, of the eminent English 
statesman, the Right Honorable William Edward Forster, M.P., we are 

reminded that he was present at the semi-centennial anniversary dinner 
of the Society, given on Wednesday, December 2, 1874. In the course 
of his remarks, when replying to the toast, 

" 
Our English guests. We 

welcome them in our mother tongue to celebrate with us the glories of 
our common history," he referred to his reply to the strictures against 
the character of William Penn made by Macaulay in his 

" 
History of 

England." Consult 
" 
William Penn and Thomas B. Macaulay, being 

brief observations on the charges made in Mr. Macaulay's History of 

England against the character of Penn." J. W. J. 

A Chronicle, together with a Little Romance regarding 

Rudolf and Jacob N?f, of Frankford, Pennsylvania, and 

their Descendants, including an Account of the Neffs in 

Switzerland and America. By Elizabeth Clifford Neff. Robert 
Clarke & Co., Cincinnati, 1886. 8vo, 352 pp. 

Miss Neff's book is fully described in its title-page. It appears to be 
carefully compiled, is well arranged, fully indexed, and embellished with 
coats of arms of the family and autographs. Among the names of the 

descendants we notice that of John R. Neff, an eminent merchant of this 

city, who in his business life had displayed all the characteristics that 
belong to the highest type of the class. The book is handsomely printed 
and well bound. We congratulate Miss Neff on the result of her labors. 

J. W. J. 

An Epitaph.?The Rev. Francis Haslewood, rector of St. Matthew's 

Church, Ipswich, O. E., and author of a number of genealogical works, 
has recently published the 

" 
Memorials of Smarden," in Kent. On a 

tombstone in the burying-ground attached to his church may be read 

the following inscription : 
" 

Jane wife of William Lilly, leaving 8 children who are all married, 
and living in the State of Wisconsin, N. America. 

" 
My children are fled to a foreign land, 

Where there are wars and desolation ; 

May God protect them with his hand, 
In that distress-ed Nation. A.D. 1862." 

J. W. J. 

Debrett's Peerage, Baronetage, Knightage, and Companion 

age for 1886 (the 173d year of publication of this well-known book 
of reference), edited by Dr. Robert H. Mair, not appearing until March, 
contains later information than any similar book. A valuable part of 

this work is that which contains biographical notices of Companions of 
the various orders. The information respecting the junior members of 

the families of peers and baronets is very complete. It is illustrated by 
over 1400 armorial bearings. J. W. J. 
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The Rev. C. Moor, M.A., and G. S. Stevenson, M.B., of Grimsby, 
O. E., are about to publish the Parish Registers of that town, dating 
from 1538 (the year of their first introduction), which contain much 
information relating to old Lincolnshire families. J. W. J. 

George Philip Dodderer and his Descendants. ? Mr. Henry 
S. Dotterer has sent us his prospectus of a historical and genealogical 
record of George Philip Dodderer, who came to Pennsylvania in 1722, 
and settled in the present Montgomery County. All of his descendants, 

many of whose surnames have been subject to changes in spelling, 
among which are Doderer, Dodderer, Dotterer, Dottery, Dudderar, 

Dutrer, Duttera, Dutrow, Dutro, and Totheroh, are requested to com 

municate with Mr. Dotterer at N.W. cor. Tenth & Chestnut Sts., Phila 

delphia. 

Mr. E. W. Van Voorhis, of 129 East 36th St., New York, is collect 

ing material for a Genealogy of the Van Voorhees or Voorhees family. 
He has already collected and placed in proper line of descent from his 

emigrant ancestor, Steven Coerte Van Voorhees, who emigrated from 
before "Hees," in Holland, in 1660, and settled at Flatlands, Long 
Island, over 5000 of his descendants. Having copies of the baptismal 
and marriage records of most of the older Dutch Churches of Long 
Island, New Jersey, and New York, together with wills, town and other 

records, he solicits correspondence with descendants other than his own 
line of descent. J. W. J. 

Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Yale College, 
with Annals of the College History, October, 1701-May, 
1745. By Franklin Bowditch Dexter, M.A. 8vo. 788 pp. 1885. 

Price, $5. 
The graduates and friends of this venerable institution of learning 

are indebted to Mr. Dexter, its secretary, for this valuable compilation 
of biographical sketches and annals of the College history from October 
of 1701 to May, 1745. The graduates during these forty-four years num 
bered 483, and it is noteworthy that ten only cannot be traced. An 

appendix containing their residences, occupations, and professions, 
length of life, and other matter will be read with interest. We hope 
that the compiler's labors will receive the encouragement they so well 

deserve, and thereby enable him to continue them down to the present 
day. The press-work and general appearance of the volume is highly 
creditable. J. W. J. 

We notice in the " 
History of that part of the Susquehanna and 

Juniata Valleys embraced in the counties of Mifflin, Juniata, Perry, 
Union, and Snyder," Prof. A. L. Guss, of Washington, D. C, contrib 
utes a chapter, wherein he gives an early glimpse in Pennsylvania in 

terior, a history of the Juniata and the Tuscarora Indians, and explora 
tions of the Indian traders. 

A Critical Greek and English Concordance of the New 
Testament. Prepared by Charles F. Hudson, under the direction of 
Horace L. Hastings, editor of The Christian. Revised and completed 
by Ezra Abbot, D.D., LL.D., Professor of New Testament Criticism 
and Interpretation in the Divinity School of Harvard University. 
Seventh Edition Revised. To which is added Green's Greek and English 
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Lexicon. Boston, Mass. H. L. Hastings, 47 Cornhill. Crown 8vo, pp. 
742. Price, $2.50. 

Since the publication of the Westminster Revision of the King James 
version of the New Testament, the attention of the public has been 

directed more than ever to critical studies, and much discussion has been 

evoked concerning the merits of the work. There are probably few 

works which point out so many of the facts and considerations which 

influenced the revisers in a large proportion of the changes made as the 

work before us. Within its pages will be found a list of all the various 
readings of the leading critical editions of the New Testament, so ar 

ranged that the status of every word can be seen by a glance at the 

pages of the Concordance. The present edition contains every improve 
ment that the soundest critical judgment could suggest. The supple 
ment has been especially improved. J. W. J. 

Annotated Catalogue of the Harris Collection of Ameri 

can Poetry.?A large part of the remarkable collection of writings of 

our American poets, of the Hon. Albert G. Greene, of Providence, R. I., 
was purchased after his death by C. Fiske Harris, a gentleman of similar 

tastes. In 1874, Mr. Harris's collection numbered 4129 volumes, to 

which, up to the date of his death, not less than 1000 volumes had 
been added. The Hon. Henry B. Anthony next became the owner 

of the collection, and by will left it to Brown University. Mr. J. C. 
Stockbridge, a member of the Library Committee of the University, is 

preparing 
" 

An Annotated Catalogue of the Harris Collection of Ameri 

can Poetry," which will contain between four and ?\e thousand titles, a 

feature of which will be the notes upon the more rare and valuable 

treasures of the collection, and brief biographical sketches of the poets 

represented. Two editions will be published, the first a quarto of 50 

copies only, in sheets, for $10, the second, an octavo, in paper cover, 
for $5. J. W. J. 

Fisher.?Butler.?John Fisher, weaver, of Falls township, Bucks 

County, married Mary Janney, n?e Hough, of Wakefield township, 
3 mo. 2, 1710. Their daughter, Mary Fisher, married John Butler, 
1 mo. 27,1740. Can any one 

give 
the names of the parents of John 

Fisher and John Butler, or any information relating to the ancestors of 

either or both of these ? 
Canonsburg, Pa. Th. Maxwell Potts. 

Rural Socrates (Vol. VII. p. 236).?The author of the 
" 

Rural 

Socrates" was Hans Caspar Hirzel, a Swiss physician, who was born at 

Zurich in 1725, and died in 1803. The translation into English was 
made by Arthur Young, the author of 

" 
Rural Economy." 

Brunhilde. 

Mrs. Laura A. Kemper, 101 Broadway, Cincinnati, Ohio, who is a 

descendant of Oliver Cromwell, can very likely put 
" 

Genealogist" on 

the right track. Mrs. Kemper is preparing genealogies of the Dorseys 
and of the Kempers. J. A. McA. 
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